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MINUTES - DRAFT
Camden Health Data Committee

July 27, 2006

8 a.m. – 9 a.m.

Attendees:  Deborah Horowitz (CAMcare); Sally Hinkle (Cooper); Robert Atkins (Rutgers); Dan Hart (Rutgers); Jean Mouch (Medical Mission Sisters); Jeff Brenner (RWJMS); Sherry Pomerantz (UMDNJ-SOM); Barry Milcarek (Cooper); Bernadette Pacifico (Cooper); Bill Adacusky (Cooper); Bernadette West (UMDNJ-SPH); Derek Ziegler (CAMConnect); Jim Gill (DelVal Outcomes Research – via phone); Ethan Berke (Dartmouth – via videoconference)

Committee Principles and Organization -- Jeff Brenner reviewed the mission and principles document for this committee that had been circulated in advance of the meeting.
Bill Adacusky inquired about the possibility of getting crime data by police patrol sector to have more detailed neighborhood data.  He also mentioned the city index file used by the fire department that gives the official street names for Camden.  Derek Ziegler responded that the police have difficulty generating this localized data but that progress had been made in obtaining citywide monthly crime reports from the department.
In response to the principle pertaining to “shared credit” and authorship guidelines, Jim Gill mentioned that most journals have fairly strict authorship criteria, and that he would forward these criteria to the committee for consideration.

Jean Mouch asked about the completeness of the database since it is based on hospital data.  Deborah Horowitz mentioned that CAMcare collects a significant amount of primary care information as well.  Jeff Brenner said that he had done some preliminary comparisons of his practice to the ED data set.
Jim Gill stated that the dataset did not appear to be population-based, and that while the numerator (the ER data) was known, the denominator was not.  Ethan Berke noted the importance of having a robust primary key for relational databases.  Barry Milcarek mentioned that he had worked with software that created an automated primary key previously.

Bernadette West requested a demo of the database at a future meeting.
Meeting Times -- Jim Gill questioned whether this committee would need to meet monthly given its advisory role.  Jeff Brenner responded that monthly meetings would be appropriate at the start but that less frequent meetings may be possible in the future.  Jeff also mentioned that individuals interested in particular research efforts would communicate in between meetings.
Other Camden research efforts -- Jean Mouch reviewed the status of cancer data available for the City of Camden as well as the potential of the data collected from the hospital database research to integrate into the Camden County Health Improvement Plan.  Bernadette West reviewed the work of UMDNJ Public Health students in analyzing BRFSS data for the City of Camden.  This data is expected to be available by September 2005.  Jeff Brenner mentioned the intercept surveys done in collaboration between Rutgers and Cooper.
Aetna demonstration project – Jeff Brenner introduced a proposal from Aetna to provide uninsured Camden residents with a health care debit card with stored values.  This would be similar to the principle in Health Savings Accounts (HAS) without catastrophic coverage.  Jeff asked for the input of the committee in developing the best research design for this project.  Ethan Berke asked if information on cost of services would be made available to patients (Answer: yes).  Sherry Pomerantz asked who would put the initial money on the card. (Answer:  Aetna Foundation would donate a certain amount).  The tentative research design calls for three or four groups with varying amounts on the debit card.  Jean Mouch and Deborah Horowitz pointed out that there were a number of free services already available in Camden and that participants should be made aware of these services.  Jim Gill offered to provide additional feedback on the research design.  Additional comments can be directed to Jeff Brenner or Derek Ziegler.
Research review -- Dan Hart asked about the process for beginning research inquiries.  Jeff Brenner responded that CAMConnect was equipped to respond to simple queries at this point but ultimately would require a data manager for more sophisticated programming and responses.  Bill Adacusky offered assistance in finding support for a data manager.  Barry Milcarek and Bernadette Pacifico offered assistance with SAS analysis.
Ethan Berke mentioned that a similar group in Seattle had developed guidelines for approving research and that he would forward a link to these guidelines.  Jean Mouch suggested that the committee’s veto power over research proposals using this dataset be included in the principles.
Research protocol – Derek Ziegler noted the inclusion of the existing research protocol in the packet of materials that was distributed and asked for input in revising the protocol to allow for more robust research and follow-up interventions.

Next meeting – The group agreed to meet at the end of August at a similar time and location.  Derek Ziegler will investigate possible dates.  Derek will also create a website for the Data Committee on www.camconnect.org where documents will be posted.
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