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want."
Fair enough.

But meanwhile, "Casualties of a Broken System," as a recent CCOP publication is titled, include folks like
Emily Edwards.

A 58-year-old Camden native and mother of two, Edwards lived at 857 N. 28th St. in Cramer Hill for 30 years
- until the vacant house attached to hers was torched last June.

"The fireman let me run back in for my pocketbook," Edwards says, apologizing for her tears. The presence
of the vacant house made fire insurance unaffordable, and "l lost everything," she adds. "Every last thing."

Now Edwards lives with her daughter in Ablett Village, and debris from her paid-off home is mixed with the
remains of the former house at 859 N. 28th. The latter had been empty since a 2003 fire, and Edwards had
tried repeatedly to have it torn down.

"l went down to the city, and they sent me up to one floor and another," she recalls. "So many runarounds."

Just looking at the Kafkaesque "flow chart” that CCOP put together based on Edwards' attempted navigation
of the municipal bureaucracy gives me a headache.

"And this is just for board-ups and demolitions," CCOP's Joshua Chisholm observes.

Nevertheless, simply blaming bureaucrats "is too easy," Singer says. "There are good people in City Hall
who are working hard."

True. But even if Camden had all the money it needed for demolitions and board-ups, City Hall's turf issues
and communication breakdowns could well bring the next Emily Edwards to tears.

There's also the fact that many vacant structures, particularly houses, can be rehabilitated - say by members
of the Camden Community Development Association.

"A new list is important," says Liza Nolan, director of CCDA, which is composed of 15 nonprofit housing
developers. "What's done with the information moving ahead is also important.”

That's where leadership - particularly from a new mayor - comes in.
Camden mayors are traditionally wary of CCOP, particularly because of its independence and media sawy.

That has been the pattern for more than 20 years. It's time for Redd to break that mold.

Contact Kevin Riordan at 856-779-3845 or kriordan@phillynews.com.
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